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Milton's habitual mind.    Having watched him gradually
I                  emancipating himself from  the   contracted   Calvinistic

mould of the Bread-street home, it is disappointing to
I                  see that, at sixty-five, his  development has proceeded

j                   no further than we here find.    He is now willing to

extend toleration to all sects who make the Scriptures
their sole rule of faith.    Sects may misunderstand Scrip-
ture, hut to err is the condition of humanity, and will
[                   be pardoned by God, if diligence, prayer, and sincerity

\                   have been used.    The sects named as to be tolerated are,

Lutherans, Calvinists, Anabaptists, Arians, Socinians,
Arminians. They are to be tolerated to the extent of
being allowed, on all occasions, to give account of their
faith, by arguing, preaching in their several assemblies,
writing and printing.

In this pamphlet the principle of toleration is flatly
enunciated in opposition to the practice of the Restoration,
But the principle is rested not on the statesman's ground
of the irrelevancy of religions dispute to good government,
but on the theological ground of the venial nature of
religious error. And to permissible error there are very
narrow limits; limits which exclude Catholics. For
Milton will exclude Eomanists from toleration, not on
the statesman's ground of incivism, tut on the theologian's
ground of idolatry. All his antagonism in this tract is
reserved for the Catholics. There is not a hint of dis-
content with the prelatry, once intolerable to him. Yet
that prelatry was now scourging the nonconformists
with scorpions instead of with whips, with its Act of
Uniformity, its Conventicle Act, its Five-mile Act, filling
the gaols with Milton's own friends and fellow-religionists.
Several times, in these thirteen pages, -he appeals to the
practice or belief of the Church of England, once even
calling it " our church/'er which the minister is only main-
